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Candidates are to answer ONE (1) question from each section 


Section A 
1. Why is the concept of ‘carrying capacity’ problematic when applied to modern human 
societies? 


2. What is the demographic transition theory? Outline its strengths and weaknesses. 
3. What are the components of population change? Using examples from Australia 
outline how demographic change influences the demand for goods and services. 


Section B 


4. How has the level and pattern of mortality changed in Australia since Federation in 
1901? 

5. What factors have been responsible for the dramatic decline in non-Indigenous infant 
mortality rates in Australia over the last 100 years? How do these rates and factors 
compare with Indigenous infant mortality? 

6. Why has it been suggested that Australia has undergone a second demographic 
transition and what is meant by this term? 


Section C 


7. How has Australia’s immigration policy — and the composition of the immigrant intake 
— changed since the 1970s? 

8. Over the past decade there has been growing international concern over refugee and 
asylum seeker arrivals in other nations. In relation to Australia, what are the dominant 
sources of recent refugee and asylum seeker arrivals? How has the current Federal 
Government sought to manage the issue? 

9. Who is the typical counterurbanisation migrant in Australia? What is his/her preferred 
migration destination? 


Section D 


10.What are the key causes and likely policy implications of the ongoing ageing of the 
Australian population? 

11.How has household size and composition changed in Australia over the past 50 
years? 

12. Discuss the suggestion that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population 
comprises one of the most distinctive subgroups in the Australian population. 
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